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Guidance to Reviews  
WHAT IS A REVIEW?

The review process provides the community with the opportunity to have a say about licensed premises where there are problems associated with the licensing objectives.  

At any stage following the grant of a premises licence or a club premises certificate any ‘Responsible Authority’ or any ‘Other Person’ can apply to the Licensing Team at Stroud District Council to review the licence or certificate.  

The reasons for requesting the review must:

· Be linked to the particular premises to be reviewed  

· Relate to the Licensing Objectives 

· Not be vexatious, frivolous or repetitious

WHO ARE ‘OTHER PERSONS?’

 ‘Other Persons’ are any person, organisation or body.  
WHO ARE THE RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES?

They are:

Police

Environmental Protection
Planning 

Local Health Body

Fire Service
Trading Standards

Health and Safety 
Safeguarding Children Board

WHAT ARE THE LICENSING OBJECTIVES?

· The Prevention of Public Nuisance

· Public Safety

· The Prevention of Crime and Disorder

· The Protection of Children from Harm

WHAT IS VEXATIOUS, FRIVOLOUS OR REPETITIOUS?

A review application may be considered vexatious if it appears to be intended to cause aggravation or annoyance without reasonable cause or justification.

A review application may be considered frivolous if it has a lack of seriousness or concern issues which are minor and in relation to which no remedial step would be warranted to be proportionate.

A repetitious review application is one that is identical or substantially similar to a previous review or representations.  It is not expected that more than one review, requested by ‘Other Persons’, would be held for any particular premises in a 12 month period.

HOW DO I REQUEST A REVIEW?

The procedure for applying for a review is laid down in the Licensing Act 2003.  You must complete the review application form.  Forms are available on Stroud District Council’s website www.stroud.gov.uk or by ringing the Licensing Team on 01453 754440.  To complete the form you will need to provide your name and address and the reasons why you are requesting a review. You must submit the completed form and any accompanying documents to Stroud District Council’s Licensing Team. Additionally at the same time as the form is submitted to the Council you must give a copy of the form and any accompanying documents to the holder of the premises licence or club premises certificate and each of the Responsible Authorities. You should also keep a copy of the form for your own records.

If you submit the application form electronically (e.g. by Email) the Licensing Team will circulate the application to the Responsible Authorities on your behalf.
WHAT HAPPENS ONCE AN APPLICATION FOR REVIEW IS MADE?

Provided the application relates to the Licensing Objectives and is not repetitious, frivolous or vexatious, the Licensing Team will start the review process.  

The Licensing Team will advertise your application by displaying notices which will give the name and address of the premises in question, a summary of the reasons for the review and the dates that representations can be made.  The notices will be placed as follows:

· A blue notice at the premises, in a location where it can be read clearly from the 
exterior of the premises
· A blue notice at Stroud District Council Offices 

· A notice on Stroud District Council website  www.stroud.gov.uk
WHAT IS THE REPRESENTATION PERIOD?

This is a 28 day period from the time the review application is submitted during which responsible authorities and other persons such as residents can submit representations about the premises.   These representations must relate to the 4 licensing objectives.  These representations may support the initial review application or may bring attention to other problems linked to the licensing objectives.

At the end of the review period the Licensing Team will arrange a review hearing to consider the Premises Licence or Club Premises Certificate.  The hearing panel is made up of 3 members of the Licensing and Regulation Committee.  The hearing will be  within 20 working days after the end of the 28 day representation period.

What happens at the hearing?
The following will be invited to attend the review hearing:

· The person or body requesting the review 

· The person or body that holds the premises licence or club registration certificate 

· Any other persons or responsible authorities that have submitted a representation following 
the initial review application

Any of the above can request that they be represented at the review by another person and they may request prior to the hearing to produce witnesses

At the review each of the above parties will have an opportunity to put their case forward and ask questions.

The hearing panel will take all the relevant matters into account and make a decision.  The options are:

· Take no action

· Add, modify or remove any of the licence or certificate conditions, this could include limiting 
permitted times

· Exclude a licensable activity from being held at the premises or club

· Remove the designated premises supervisor (in relation to a premises licence)

· Suspend the licence or certificate (for up to three months)

· Revoke the licence or certificate

CAN I APPEAL AGAINST THE DECISION OF THE LICENSING HEARING ?

Any of the parties involved in the hearing may appeal against the decision of the Licensing Hearing.  The appeal must be made to the magistrates’ court within 21 days of being notified of the hearing decision.

WHERE CAN I GET MORE HELP AND ADVICE?

For further information contact Stroud District Council’s Licensing Team

	Address: 

The Licensing Team, Stroud District Council, Ebley Mill, Ebley Wharf, 


Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 4UB



(If you wish to visit the offices in person we advise that you ring first and make an appointment)



	Email:     licensing@stroud.gov.uk        
	Phone:       01453 754440 

	Internet:  www.stroud.gov.uk
	Fax:            01453 754963
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